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“What’s your name?,” Moses asked.

No one had thought to ask that question before.  It was 
always assumed.

 “Tell me who you are.  What is your name?"

It is the conversation God is inviting us to have with him 
this week. For all of time God had been called YAHWEH. It 
was a name that reflected the sovereignty, power, and rule 
of God.  In Exodus 3, Moses asks God for his name, his 
personal one that he calls himself. No one (that we know 
of) had ever asked God for his personal name before.

Moses asks God, “When they ask, what should I call you?”

“I am that I am,” God responds. 

In the Hebrew language, God was saying, “I am all that was. 
I am all that is. I am all that will be. When they ask you who 
sent you, tell them I AM.” 

Hayah is the Hebrew name that God uses when it’s per-
sonal.  The word carries with it the imagery of the breath 
of God.  I AM is the name God uses when he speaks face 
to face with us. In the coming days, we believe that I AM is 
meeting us, here in this place, to show us all that He is for. 
This week, we will celebrate grace and truth, and we will 
know the God whose name is I AM. 

For more context, read Exodus 3

Jntroduction



i am for you.
God is for so much more than He is against, and yet it seems at times 
as Christians we can be known for fist-raising and head-wagging. I love 
the image of a victorious shepherd who searched for his lost sheep 
and celebrated their reunion. We have a God who celebrates, and 
wants us as His representatives on earth, to show and share His joy 
to a lost world. 

Throughout your week with Back2Back, we will be learning more 
about the things God celebrates. God is for hope, joy, worship, justice, 
and good news. He is for the good stuff in His creation, for sacrifice 
and ultimately, God is for us.  I have a picture of Jesus in my head, fist 
pumping in the air when the sheep finally landed on his shoulders. 
God is for us. 

God is for the Indian girl who lays her head down in her home on 
Back2Back’s Hope campus, feeling safe and understood for the first 
time in her life. He cheers for the Nigerian boy, who is pursuing higher 
education, building a foundation for the future God has planned for 
him. He is for the Haitian child, the Mexican child, the Kenyan child, 
the Chinese child, the American child… God is for us all. He wants us 
to see Him and understand His voice. He is coming  to lift us up and 
be our father. This is the image of a shepherd searching for his sheep, 
not a picture of a frowning, disapproving Father. 

lostfinding
i am for
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Luke 15:4-7
Suppose one of you had a hundred sheep and lost one. Wouldn’t 
you leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the lost 
one until you found it?” When found, you can be sure you would 
put it across your shoulders, rejoicing, and when you got home call 
in your friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Celebrate with me! I’ve found 
my lost sheep!

by Beth Guckenberger, Co-Executive Director of Back2Back Ministries



This week, I hope you will discover your own mental image 
of the God who cheers for you and for His ways.  I want 
it to inspire you to cheer each other on, lift up those who 
are hurting, offer hope, lose yourself in worship, sacrifice 
for another, and enjoy God’s good gifts to you.  

Join us as we explore this truth together. It will mean hold-
ing each other accountable, and praying for one another. It 
will mean asking questions and engaging in conversations 
that leave us challenged.  This is what community can look 
like and we invite you into ours. Together, we will send a 
message to this most vulnerable of populations: God is 
there for them. 
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This week, 
I hope 
you will 
discover 
your own 
mental 
image of 
the God 
who cheers 
for you 
and for 
His ways. 

I am for [finding the lost]
I was serving in Mazatlan recently, and I met a new student who is 
living in the Abigail House, Back2Back’s Hope Program home for girls.  
She was recovering from a surgery of some sort, and I could see stitches 
all over her face. Some people were lamenting her appearance, but she 
laughed it off. 

"This?"she said, pointing to her nose when someone looked at her 
questioningly, "This is evidence I have a God who hears me."

I looked at her curious and with encouragement she continued, "I have 
been telling people for years I can't breathe out of my nose, but no one 
believed me. Last year I told Jesus I want three things: a family, to see 
boys my age who love him (and maybe could love me) and to breathe 
out of my nose."

A few of us listening chuckled at her candor. 

"I've only been here a few months, but I love these people like family. I 
met a boy at my new youth group who seems to like both Jesus and me, 
and Jennie (her house mom) believed me immediately when I told her 
about my nose and this last week, I had corrective surgery."

She looked positively triumphant as she said with conviction,  "Jesus... 
he heard me and he answered me." 

Jesus doesn't have to look for sheep who are lost, he sees each one, 
each day and where it's wandered, the "finding" of lost sheep is his 
gentle, persistent pursuit of them, his reminder to them he is for them. 
He put this little sheep over his shoulder and affirms to her regularly 
how good it is to be home. 
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take time to reflect
I How does it make you feel to know God is 

for so many good things? How does it feel 
to know God is for you?  

 Take a moment to respond to the idea that 
God is cheering for you.  

2 Reflect on a time in your faith where you 
focused more on what God was against 
rather than what He is for.

3 Moving forward, how can you better share 
what God is for to those you encounter?



We often define success by things like relationships, careers, 
financial security and social standing. God, however, evaluates 
success on a completely different scale. He is more concerned 
with our character than our accolades. 

In God’s upside down kingdom, the first are last, the humble are 
elevated and the weak are strong. His economy is far different 
from ours. God has gifted each of us in different ways – designed 
us to use our gifts to bring Him glory in the unique role He’s 
called us to fill.  Our ultimate goal then, is to discover joy in the 
here and now as we live for God moment-by-moment. As we 
concentrate less on “what we do” and more on “how we do it” 
our joy expands from a flicker to a flame. 

In a world filled with heartache and stress, choosing joy is no 
small thing—but, the importance lies in the choosing. Joy is our 
strength – our greatest tool as Christians. As we learn to make 
the choice, every day, regardless of circumstances, joy will come.  
Joy waits in the wings of life’s greatest battles, offering a different 
way – a path rooted in the security of God’s unshakeable love. 
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i am for Joy

When we follow Jesus, we will experience a 
kind of joy that allows us to experience: 

 Freedom from things Ecclesiastes 2:10-11
 Freedom from despair Isaiah 61:1-2
 Comfort Psalm 63:6 – 8 , Psalm 94:18-19
 Forgiveness/ Restoration Psalm 51:12
 Peace in our loss Habakkuk 3:17-18
 Peace in our waiting 2 Chronicles 20:21, 27
 Peace through trials Isaiah 12:2 – 4
 Peace when you are ridiculed Acts 5:41 – 42, Romans 12:14
 Peace in our trials  James 1:2 – 4
 Freedom from bitterness  Lamentations 3:19 – 23
 Strength when you are weak  Nehemiah 8:10
 Joy even in our sorrow 2 Corinthians 6:10
 Strength from the Lord   Nehemiah 8:1
 

2
DAY

When we 
fight back 

with joy, 
we awaken 

to the 
deepest 
reality 
of our 

identity as 
beloved, 

delightful 
children 

of God.

- Margaret 
Feinberg
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I am for [joy]
by Kevin Hall, Back2Back Monterrey, Mexico

Often, those who have much may struggle to find joy in the little things. 
However, those with little seem to have the knack for finding joy in the 
simple and seemingly ordinary.

At Casa Hogar Del Norte, we experience the “little” joys in big 
ways. Through the work of mission team guests, Back2Back staff, and 
national workers at the home, the children’s home found joy bubbling 
up in unexpected places: 

Joy bubbling. 
In family style living for a sibling group. The kids now live in a 
new apartment at the children's home. They have a family to care 
for them.

Joy contagious.
In little girls moving from a shared space with little boys to their 
own area with pink walls and purple beds. 

Joy bursting.
In older girls moving from an institutionalized setting to rooms 
of their own complete with walls painted in the color of their 
choosing.

Joy comforting.
In replacing old, nearly unusable mattresses with new ones. 

Joy whispering. 
In caretakers enjoying a meal together and sharing gifts and 
encouraging words at Christmas. 

Joy jumping, clapping, shouting! 
In older boys seeing their space revitalized, and in learning of the 
remodel of their family room area. 

God is the giver of every good gift, and it is my joy to have a front row 
seat to see other’s experience life-giving joy from the One who loves 
them so perfectly.
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DAY2 take time to reflect
I In what area(s) of your life are you    

 currently experiencing joy?

2 In what area(s) of your life do you struggle  
 to find joy?

3 Take a few moments to ask God to bring his joy 
in the hard places, in the places of struggle.



In this story, we not only see the power of God to heal the hopeless, 
but we see His longing to celebrate the hope of those who believe. 
Hope does not guarantee physical healing or that our circumstances 
will change, but it always offers joy over despair. Hope claims the prom-
ises of God. God’s love gives hope in the midst of struggle, darkness, and 
failure because His love is unfailing. 

Here are some of God’s promises about hope. Take time to underline 
the word hope in each promise and circle the words that describe 
people who place their hope in Him. 

Psalm 147:11 
The Lord delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his 
unfailing love. 

Romans 15:13 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust 
in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Romans 8:31 
For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. 
For who hopes for what He sees? But if we hope for what we do 
not see, we wait for it with patience because if God is for us, who 
can be against us. 

Romans 5:5 
And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out 
His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us. 

Hebrews 11:1
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.

Hopei am for
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Underline 
the word 
hope in 

each promise

Circle 
the words 

that describe 
people who 
place their 

hope in Him 

Read Luke 8:43-48

3
DAY



I am for [hope]
by Ben Riggs, Back2Back Cancun, Mexico

God is for hope. What is hope? Hope is when 
something unexpected disrupts our stories for 
the better. Even the smallest of things knock us 
loose from life and change us – for good. 

Alan is 10. He lives in Tres Reyes, and 
like most boys he loves soccer. Tres Reyes, 
unfortunately, has no soccer fields. Alan and 
his friends find makeshift soccer fields in dirt 
roads or trash-laden chunks of land. He’s never 
imagined playing on a real field. Sadly, it’s a 
small version of his story. He’s created for a 
robust, flourishing life, but he can’t see past the 
trash and dirt. 

When Alan first saw the soccer field at the new Tres Reyes Community 
Center, he ran and slid so fast he got turf burn. He didn’t care; it was 
from a real soccer field. “This used to be just rocks and dirt. It’s soft now 
and colorful. I never thought we’d have this,” Alan said just before he 
chased after a soccer ball. Carefully surrounding him is a colorful mural 
covering the back wall of the field that reads, “Nothing is impossible 
with God.” An unexpected soccer field began to teach Alan how God 
disrupts our stories with hope. 

Alan never thought he’d play on a turf field. God showed him otherwise. 
Now, Alan can imagine for more than trash and dirt for himself. He can 
hope.  

God is for hope. He enters our stories and gives us more than we’d 
imagine. Go ahead, get turf burn. 
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Read psalm 147

“God wants his people to experience hope and share it with the world. 
Hope that has world transforming power is more than just anticipation 
of what God will do in the future. It is the coming of God’s kingdom 
here on earth . . . today.” 

- N.T. Wright, Surprised by Hope. 

God is 
for hope. 
He enters 

our stories, 
without 

permission, 
and gives us 

more than 
we would 

imagine. 
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DAY3 take time to reflect
I Have you ever felt truly hopeless? How did you 

respond to your feelings of hopelessness?

2 How can you express hope in your family and 
community? 

3 How can you bring God’s hope today?
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i am for

4
DAY

Jesus

I AM FOR Jesus
God is for Jesus. He is also one with Jesus. God the Father, 
Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit – three separate, distinct 
persons, yet somehow united as one in a mysterious and 
beautiful union. 

When anyone calls upon the name of Jesus, that person is 
celebrated in heaven because God is for Jesus.  In Jesus, we find 
pure, unconditional love - proved by the ultimate sacrifice for 
you and me and all of humanity.  You are invited to consider this 
thought:  God celebrates Jesus every time one of us celebrates 
Jesus’ power. All of heaven rejoices when the name of Jesus 
is spoken over guilt, despair, emptiness, loneliness, separation, 
brokenness, and even death.  The name of Jesus brings Heaven 
to its feet and will shake the walls of eternity with shouts of 
celebration. 

Matthew 3:13-17
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by 
John. But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized 
by you, and do you come to me?”

Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. 
At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased.”

Colossians 1:18
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning 
and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything 
he might have the supremacy.

God 
celebrates 

Jesus 
every time 
one of us 

celebrates 
Jesus’ 

power.
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I am for [JESUS]
by Chris Cox, One21

Some mission teams are consistent.  Not mine.  I’ve been intentional 
about taking one Back2Back trip every year with high school & college 
students who have yet to experience the communal approach to mission-
focused life Back2Back offers.  So every summer is like Christmas for 
me;  new people with new pictures of the day.  One thing I have come 
to depend on is this: at some moment, we will celebrate Jesus.  It may 
be a night of extended worship, a timely prayer, or pushing ourselves 
further than we thought we were capable. At some point in the week, the 
character of Jesus and the Kingdom he proclaimed transforms our team.  

On one particular trip, we all were bursting at the seams with things 
to celebrate; yet mid-week Jesus reminded us of the purest and most 
innocent way to celebrate Him.  As Back2Back staff led an extended 
worship experience, our One21 team was spread out around the Palapa.  
Some folks were praying or singing while others were meditating.  I 
slowly walked around, praying for each individual on the team.  

About half way through my prayer, I heard a voice whisper, “Chris, can 
I ask you a question?”  It was Shelby, and her eyes were full of tears 
while a smile spread across her face.  Shelby is intoxicated by life, 
she drinks laughter and joy, and her compassionate heart sparks her 
servant’s attitude.  It is probably why she is training to be a nurse.  

She went on, “Am I allowed to be baptized?” 
she inquired.

Stories about Jesus and his Kingdom were new 
for Shelby.  She had a handful of experiences 
to build her understanding in this moment, she 
wanted to know if this baptism thing was for her.  

So we talked. And Shelby told Jesus she believed 
in Him as the Redeemer of the world.

Our little team slipped away from the palapa as the other teams and 
Back2Back staff continued to worship.

And then, with the beautiful mountains of Monterrey as a backdrop, and 
the voices of worshipping mission trip guests as the soundtrack, Shelby 
took a deep breath and then let the water of baptism wash over her.  
Daughter of I AM.  Redeemed by Jesus.  Filled with the Spirit.  I AM is 
for Jesus. . . and Shelby is too.

shelby 
told 

Jesus she 
believed in 
Him as the 
Redeemer 

of the 
world.
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DAY4 take time to reflect
I Who, in your life, needs to understand more 

fully Jesus’ pure, unconditional love? Write 
his or her name below, and take a moment to 
pray for him/her.

2 How have you experienced Jesus’ power in 
your own life? 

3 In what ways can you celebrate the power 
of Jesus in your life?
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Worshipi am for

5
DAY

I AM FOR worship 
There was a time when it mattered where we worshipped. God 
created specific guidelines for ceremonies of celebration in the Old 
Testament. In the story of John, Jesus sits next to the well and He 
proclaims worship is still a commandment of God, but the rules of 
engagement have changed.  It doesn’t matter where we worship, it 
matters how we worship. 

2 Chronicles 7:1-10
When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from heaven and con-
sumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the temple. The priests could not enter the temple of the Lord be-
cause the glory of the Lord filled it. When all the Israelites saw the fire 
coming down and the glory of the Lord above the temple, they knelt on 
the pavement with their faces to the ground, and they worshiped and 
gave thanks to the Lord, saying, “He is good; his love endures forever.”

Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices before the Lord. And 
King Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty-two thousand head of cattle 
and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep and goats. So the king and 
all the people dedicated the temple of God. The priests took their posi-
tions, as did the Levites with the Lord’s musical instruments, which King 
David had made for praising the Lord and which were used when he 
gave thanks, saying, “His love endures forever.” Opposite the Levites, 
the priests blew their trumpets, and all the Israelites were standing.

Solomon consecrated the middle part of the courtyard in front of the 
temple of the Lord, and there he offered burnt offerings and the fat of 
the fellowship offerings, because the bronze altar he had made could 
not hold the burnt offerings, the grain offerings and the fat portions.

So Solomon observed the festival at that time for seven days, and all 
Israel with him—a vast assembly, people from Lebo Hamath to the 
Wadi of Egypt. On the eighth day they held an assembly, for they 
had celebrated the dedication of the altar for seven days and the 
festival for seven days more. On the twenty-third day of the seventh 
month he sent the people to their homes, joyful and glad in heart for 
the good things the Lord had done for David and Solomon and for 
his people Israel.
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I am for [WORSHIP]
by Casey Foreman, Back2Back India

Shashi is descended from one of the several hundred tribes in India. 
Within her tribe, education for girls is neither valued nor encouraged. 
Instead, a future of work in agriculture alongside other family until 
she reached the age for marriage: 13 was likely.  Her tribe's worship 
practices involve multiple gods, in which offerings are made for provision, 
protection, good luck and more.

As she's come to first hear, and then learn about Jesus, Shashi came to 
faith in Him alone. Through the lessons taught by Amos, our children's 
pastor, and nightly prayers with her caregiver, Shashi’s faith is growing.

Shashi's conviction to follow Jesus runs so deep that during one of the 
visits back to her family she was compelled to talk to her father about 
Jesus in the only way she thought he might understand; "Father, my God 
loves me so much He died for me. Can you tell me, which of your gods 
have died for you?"

Shashi understands the depth of God's love for her. She worships Him in 
spirit and in truth. She cries out to Him when singing worship songs, her 
eyes closed and arms extended, reaching to Him that she might feel His 

embrace. She knows He inclines His ear to hear 
her, that He will not forget her and that He will be 
her Helper.

It was this unshakeable truth that prompted 
Shashi to pray her mother and father would 
reconcile, following an argument which led to 
her mother's leaving and would have prevented 
Shashi from visiting them during a holiday break. 
The following morning, she received the good 
news her prayers had been answered and she was 
able to enjoy a wonderful visit that included a 
special meal just for her.

Read john 4:1-42

she knows 
He inclines 

His ear to 
hear her, 

that He 
will not 

forget her 
and that He 
will be her 

Helper.

Jesus teaches how God celebrates when we worship in spirit and 
truth. To worship in spirit means to surrender attitude, will, desire, and 
expectations and take on the invitation to be present with God in any 
and all circumstances.  It is to claim the truth of the of God over us, our 
community and the world.  It is to celebrate in the beauty of God Himself. 
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DAY5 take time to reflect
I Today, I will celebrate that God is greater 

than...

2 To worship in Spirit, I would need to 
` let go of... 

3 To worship in truth, I would need to believe...

4 In the space below, take a moment to worship 
God, our Creator. 



God celebrates us.  In the most vulnerable moment of her not-
so-perfect life, I AM whispered to the woman in Matthew, “Not 
only will I never forget you, but the world will know what you 
are doing for me.”  From what we know about this particular 
woman, it seems she would have been known for a lot of things, 
none of which would have been positive.  Yet in this moment, 
Jesus reminds us of how I AM delights in us. 

The woman came ready to give away her most valuable 
possession so she could live in community with Jesus. When we 
are willing to be transparent before him, remove the masks, and 
offer all of ourselves, we find I AM there waiting to celebrate us. 

Today, God sings over you. Today, He rejoices over our alabaster 
jars filled with concrete mix, playtime, painting and crafts. 
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i am for

6
DAY

Us
Matthew 26:6-11
While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, a woman 
came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which 
she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table.

When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this 
waste?” they asked. “This perfume could have been sold at a high 
price and the money given to the poor.”

Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this 
woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will 
always have with you, but you will not always have me.

READ PSALM 149

Give away 
love like 

you're 
made of 

the stuff; 
we're 

rehearsing 
to spend 
eternity 

together.
-Dr. Bob Goff, 

Love Does

Zephaniah 3:17
The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; 
He will rejoice over you with gladness; He will quiet you by his 
love; He will exult over you with loud singing.
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I am for [US]
by Brian Bertke, Back2Back U.S. Staff

On January 12, 2010, a massive earthquake devastated Haiti.  
The event spawned early trips by Back2Back to see if God was 
calling our organization to Haiti to help with the thousands of 
orphans who lost their families.  On my first several trips, I didn’t 
want to be there. Selfishly, I was thinking about ME.

It was too hot. There was too much need. It was going to be too 
difficult. 

Each time that I would complain to God, He would place 
someone in my path who would break my heart in the very best 
way, and I would be compelled to continue to come back to this 
country I have now grown to love.  God helped me to stop looking 
inward, and to instead start looking at those whom we were 
called to serve. God was and is with me. He is for US. 

Kendia was a shy little eight-year-old when we first met.  At 
first I felt we met so that I could serve HER.  I was there to help 
protect her, to provide food to nourish her little body, to help her 
with her education, to help her with her past hurts.  But over 
time, I found God didn’t want me to think about ME or about 

HER, God wanted me to think about 
US.  I discovered God desires OUR 
relationships to be mutually beneficial.  
God wants me to grow in my humility 
and passion for others, and He wants 
Kendia to learn she has a specific 
purpose in life. And He wants both of 
us to know, without a doubt, we are 
uniquely and wonderfully made.  The 
only way for this to happen is to not 
look at our relationship as ME or 
HER, but as US.  So, from this point 
going forward, I AM FOR US. 

God helped 
me to stop 

looking 
inward, 
and to 

instead 
start 

looking at 
those whom 

we were 
called to 

serve. 
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DAY6 take time to reflect
I Is there something preventing you from 

experiencing the communion of “us” with God 
currently?

2 Write about a time when you felt very 
clearly that you and God were on the same 
team- you were “us.” 

3 God wants more than anything is to be in 
an intimate relationship with you. Take a 
moment to respond to His desires to be your 
most important relationship, your closest 
friend, your most trusted partner.
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Justicei am for

7
DAY

I AM FOR Justice
God celebrates justice. Humans often miss the mark on justice, but 
God doesn’t.  We often miss it because rather than justice, we focus 
on retribution or condemnation.  Justice is not seeking retribution for 
actions done, but it is the fairness of treatment.  

John 9:1-11
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples 
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he 
was born blind?”

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this hap-
pened so that the works of God might be displayed in him. As long 
as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is 
coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world.”

After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the 
saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in 
the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and 
washed, and came home seeing.

His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, 
“Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?” Some claimed 
that he was.

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”

But he himself insisted, “I am the man.”

“How then were your eyes opened?” they asked.

He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it 
on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and 
washed, and then I could see.”

Isaiah 61:8
“For I, the Lord, love justice; I hate robbery and wrongdoing. In 
my faithfulness I will reward my people and make an everlasting 
covenant with them.
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As Jesus healed the man who was born blind, He was reminding 
us his justice is about offering the same redemptive love, the same 
reconciliation, the same healing power, the same name of God to all 
people, in all circumstances. Jesus is for justice, and He celebrates 
when we act justly to every friend and enemy. 

Circumstances are often unfair, but there is no circumstance too 
unjust for God to redeem.  This is His justice, the redemption of 
stories that seem unredeemable.

I am for [Justice]
by Dan Ravenhorst, Back2Back Haiti

I had just begun my work onsite in Haiti 
with Back2Back when I heard about a sick 
boy from one of our homes we had recently 
started working with in Cite Soleil.  For me 
at the time, it was just another problem in a 
country with so much need.  However, God 
kept the little boy on my mind, and shortly 
after I heard the boy was diagnosed with 
leukemia, I needed to meet him face-to-face.

I will never forget my first visit to see him. 
Vital, an eight-year-old boy, was lying on a 

hospital bed, with barely enough energy to sit up.  His legs and arms were 
all bone and he was unable to hold any food down because of recent chemo 
treatments.  I met him after his third treatment.  In between treatments, he 
was unable to go home with his mother because of germs, unsanitary living 
conditions, and violence in his neighborhood.  We left what little money we 
had to help out with his medical bill, understanding treatments would soon 
cease because of the growing medical bill.  

I went home that night asking God, “Why this boy?  This fragile, innocent 
boy, already battered with having no father and no home.  Please God, 
give this boy justice.”  A month after my pleading with God, I was given 
the grand privilege of delivering the remaining balance of funds needed to 
pay off his medical bills balance to allow him to continue treatments.  God 
provided a Back2Back donor to assist with this amazing gift.  Along with 
the money to pay the medical bill, Back2Back provided him a few gifts to 
make him feel special and loved.  

During my most recent visit with him, he was sitting up, looking better, and 
speaking.  After spending some time with him in laughter and prayer, he 
muscled out the words “Thank you.”  I realized at that moment we serve a 
God of justice, and His master plan of redemption is unfathomable and so 
beautiful.

we serve 
a God of 

justice, and 
His master 

plan of 
redemption is 

unfathomable 
and so 

beautiful.
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DAY7 take time to reflect
I Spend a few moments reading Isaiah 61:8.  List 

the ways justice is given.

To whom is God giving justice?  Why?

2 Why do I deserve Jesus' Justice?
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good newsi am for

8
DAY

Good news. God throws an all-out party when we experience good 
news because it reflects God’s goodness.  

Why are significant moments in our lives such good news to God? 
Because He delights in us, and because He experiences joy when we are 
living within His will for our lives. 

The prophet Isaiah shared the vision of the future for the people of God. 
The people lived in bondage. Many of them buried their children as a 
consequence of rebellion and war.  They lost so much.  

Yet in Isaiah 52, God speaks to His people and beckons them to wake 
up, prepare, and to look for the One who would lead them into a new 
Kingdom. In this letter to his people, I AM tells them of a future that is 
coming where he brings good news of joy, brings peace to their chaos, 
and writes salvation over their stories.  As Isaiah writes, it is clear God is 
speaking to His people about restoring His Kingdom – not just rebuilding 
in Jerusalem.  This good news is overwhelming because it forecasts a 
better future than Israel deserved. So, they watched and waited for 
the good news to become the man prophesied, Jesus. They knew God 
celebrated good news. 

“Salvation, then, is not “going to heaven” but “being raised to life in God’s new 
heaven and new earth.” But as soon as we put it like this we realize that the 
New Testament is full of hints, indications, and downright assertions that this 
salvation isn’t just something we have to wait for in the long-distance future. 
We can enjoy it here and now (always partially, of course, since we all still have 
to die), genuinely anticipating in the present what is to come in the future." 
- N.T. Wright, Surprised by Hope

The Best news I have ever heard is:

1.

2.

3.

Read ISAIAH 52:7
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I am for [good news]
by Anna Valdez, Back2Back Monterrey, Mexico

We convinced him to spend the 3 weeks of Christmas vacation with his 
daughter, and he reluctantly accepted. Now he sat at my kitchen table, 
like he had done many times before, and I asked the big question, “So, 
how did it go?” 

Four months before, she spent a weekend with him, and when she 
returned to Back2Back, he said he did not want her to visit again. They 
didn’t have much of a relationship after the 12 years she spent in the 
children’s home, and he didn’t know how to control her. 'She doesn’t let 
me take care of her,' he explained, 'she is so angry and hides from me 
with her friends, and in our neighborhood, those friends aren’t good 
for her.' 

As her Hope House parent, I too struggled to guide her and help her 
make good choices. She didn’t want to go to school; that’s bad. She 
fought with her best friend and now she is depressed; that’s bad. The 
principal called again; that’s bad. I could not see anything good in the 
situations she put herself in. I reluctantly accepted God’s call to be the 
one who pursued her. She could disagree with everything she had to 
do, but I was still going to meet her needs, and love her fiercely. 

The 4th month we began to see change. While putting the 16-year-old 
teen girl, broken from the inside, to bed one night she said, “I wanted 
to share during worship tonight, but I was embarrassed.” 

“What did you want to say? Tell me, I’m listening.”

“I wanted to say I thank God for helping me 
through this difficult time. I’ve been thinking 
about my future and I want to try my best to 
make it through.  And, well, I haven’t done any 
drugs…and I don’t want to .”

And there it was—the good news—from an 
unexpected person, in an unexpected place. 

So, as I waited for a response from her father, 
I clinched my heart. I expected to hear bad 
news for I had become accustomed to hearing 
bad news. 

“It was really good, she is different. I can see 
a change.”

there
 it was — 

the good 
news —

from an 
unexpected 

person, 
in an 

unexpected 
place.
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DAY8 take time to reflect
I Write about a time when you have been fully 

thrilled at someone else’s good news. What 
did it feel like to celebrate unselfishly for 
another person?

2 Reflect on a time that you were bursting 
with good news that you couldn’t wait to 
share. 

3 Take a few moments to thank God for all of 
the good gifts in your life, for the fact that 
he celebrates us and our Good News,  and 
for the gift of the ultimate Good News, his 
son, Jesus.
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good stuffi am for

9
DAY

i am for good stuff. 
Toes in the sand.  The view from a mountain top.  A field of glistening 
untouched snow.  The smell of pine trees. The sound of rain. Creation 
brings about awe, wonder, rest and celebration.  What we see, hear, 
taste, and touch in creation is the workmanship of God. He celebrates 
his creation.  Throughout the Bible, I AM speaks through the beauty 
and the intricacy of creation to proclaim who He is and what he is 
about:  a burning bush, a rainbow, a giant fish that spits out a prophet, 
the great sea monster Behemoth, lands of milk and honey, a sun 
standing still, the wilderness, the desert, the ocean parting and the 
gentle whisper of the wind.

In 1 Kings 19, God invited Elijah to meet with Him. Through creation, 
I AM spoke to the face of his exhausted prophet.  On the mountain, 
a great wind (like that of a tornado) passed by. God was not in the 
wind, even though He controlled it.  Then, the ground of the cave 
shook with a great earthquake, but God was not in the earthquake.  
After the earthquake, the side of the mountain caught fire and it raged 
past the cave. God did not show His face in the fire either.  After the 
fire, a gentle breeze began to breathe - through the mountain.  Elijah 
covered his face and went out to speak with the great I AM.  Elijah and 
God communed in creation.

God has created a world for us to enjoy, subdue, and nurture as we 
seek to celebrate Him. On this day we claim the earth is a holy ground, 
given to us by God so that our laughter and creativity would honor 
the One who spoke it into existence.

Genesis 1:9
And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one 
place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so.

Genesis 1:31
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.
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I am for [good stuff]
by Leah Smart, Back2Back Nigeria

Whenever I travel home to the US after ten or eleven months in Nigeria, I 
discover unexpected blessings.
Good stuff, is really, really good.  My senses seem to be re-awakened to good 
stuff.  The sensations; sight, smell, taste (especially taste!) are heightened in 
a way that takes me by surprise.

The taste of a cold glass of milk at bedtime,
The taste of cream cheese,
The taste of a grilled steak,
The smell and feel of the air on sunny, subzero morning in Minnesota,
The sight of a full moon over the ocean in North Carolina.

Why is this?  I’ve thought about it a lot.  I’ve thought about it particularly in 
relation to things I observe from the children we serve in Nigeria.
When the Nigerian children we love pray, they are always thankful first.  
Initially, I downplayed it.  I thought to myself, “They are taught to pray like 
that!”  And, of course I am right, they are taught that their prayers should 
begin with adoration and gratitude.  But, when you hear them pray, the 
content of their prayers is spontaneous and comprehensive.

Thank you for letting me wake up today!
Thank you for the rain!
Thank you for our teachers (I am not making this up!)
Thank you for healing Auntie Leah of her cold!
Thank you for the fruit these friends have brought for us!
Thank you for the minerals (soda pop)!

I am always humbled when I hear them pray.  They never fail to express 
their gratitude and very often they are thankful for 
me!
I am blessed by good stuff when I return home 
because my mind is attuned to the goodness.  If I’m 
not careful, if I’m not grateful, I quickly lose this 
appreciation in the atmosphere of plenty.  I lose the 
blessings by losing sight of the fact they are blessings 
from God.

when the 
children 

pray, 
they are 

always 
thankful 

first.

Read 1 Kings 19



28

DAY9 take time to reflect
I Recall a time when you were especially 

appreciative or even overwhelmed by the 
beauty of nature/creation.

2 What “good stuff” makes you brim with 
gratitude?

3 How can you approach today with a renewed 
mindfulness of the gifts of creation?
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sacrificei am for

10
DAY

A widow giving sacrificially illustrates the difference between the 
gospel and philanthropy. The gospel declares our dependence on 
God will build a forever Kingdom.  Philanthropy will provide care for 
today, but it doesn’t usher in hope for tomorrow.  

God celebrates when we sacrifice, because He IS the sacrifice. Jesus 
delights in the poor widow because He is the God who chose to 
sacrifice everything.  Sacrifice illustrates we are fully satisfied in the 
fullness of God rather than in supplementing our cravings with the 
things of this world.

in Hebrews 13:15-16 we are invited to:
• Offer sacrificial praise to God.  I AM celebrates when we 
humble ourselves and give him glory for everything in our lives, 
especially the aspects we want to take credit for on our own.

• Sacrifice by doing good works.  The choice to do good work 
is an act of sacrifice that delights God.  As Jesus prepared to make 
his way to the cross he spoke to his Father and said, I have glorified 
your name by accomplishing the work you gave me to do.”  John 17:4

Mark 12:41-44
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put 
and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple 
treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor 
widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only 
a few cents.

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor 
widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They 
all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in 
everything—all she had to live on.”

2 corinthians 9:7
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
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I am for [Sacrifice]
by Dana Metzger, Back2Back Mazatlan, Mexico

In 2012, 15-year-old named Alberto came to live at the Salvation Army 
Children’s Home. Due to paperwork technicalities, he was not able to 
enroll in school, and instead helped out and mowed grass at the home.

 A year later, a Canadian couple saw the children perform a recital at a 
local resort. The couple heard Alberto’s story and of his desire to learn, 
and the couple offered to invest in his education by hiring private tutors. 
Alberto began studying daily, and after 18 months of hard work, he passed 
all of the required exams through 9th grade.

With assistance from the mayor’s office, Alberto was able to enroll in an 
alternative high school and is currently in his second year. In July 2015, 
on his 19th birthday, he moved out of the children’s home and into a foster 
family. His foster parents and their college-aged sons volunteer and serve 
alongside Back2Back staff, and Alberto is thriving in a loving family 
atmosphere. Like many 19-year-olds, he enjoys skateboarding and being 
involved in a church youth group. He is also a talented artist and enjoys 
drawing.

With all of his personal interests, family and 
study time, he religiously spends two afternoons 
per week back at Salvation Army Children’s 
Home. He a Back2Back volunteer t-shirt and 
sits under a palapa, and he patiently tutors the 
youngest children. He answers their questions, 
goes through their homework and encourages 
them in their studies. Alberto understands the 
sacrifice others have made to invest in him, and 
now he’s modeling the same sacrificial love and 
service to the younger students by devoting his 
time, talents and energy toward the kids’ futures.

• Sacrifice by sharing with others.  The commandment to 
love our neighbors as ourselves is not a metaphor. It’s an invitation 
to sacrificial living. Sharing with others opens the door for deeper 
dependency on God as he provides for us in his loving-kindness.  

As you have reflect on the this past week, know that God has been 
dancing, singing, celebrating, and inviting you into a story beyond 
anything you could dream of. 

Alberto 
understands 
the sacrifice 
others have 

made to 
invest in him, 
and now he’s 

modeling 
the same 

sacrificial 
love.
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DAY10 take time to reflect
I Remember a time when someone sacrificed 

for you or on your behalf. How did you feel?

2 Have you ever felt compelled to 
sacrificially give, serve or love someone? 
What benefit did the recipient receive? What 
benefit did you receive? 

3 In what area of your life might you be 
called to live more sacrificially? 
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You. 
You have this one precious life. Every day, you choose how to invest your 
time… your life. Some days, you invest in friends. Some days, you invest in 
family. Some days, you invest in community. Some days, you invest in you.

And some days…you feel a holy desire – the desire to invest in something 
new. Something that grows your world perspective, that serves, that loves, that 
gives. Something that makes you feel alive.  And perhaps this week, you have 
felt a stirring, a joy, a yearning to remain a part of the story started here on 
this soil.  Thank you for coming alongside Back2Back Ministries as we serve 
orphans and vulnerable children around the globe.  Wherever you come from, 
whatever your gifts, whoever you are… thank you for joining us.

Thank you for traveling with us across oceans and through the mountains to 
whisper God’s words in the ears of children: “I will extend you mercy. I will 
uphold your cause. I will help secure justice. You are not forgotten.”

stay involved in one of 
these ways...

Pray for the children you have met, pray for wisdom for 
caregivers and staff, pray for the ministry. 
www.back2back.org/pray

Give to the Back2Back Care Fund - every dollar invested goes 
directly to the holistic care of the children we serve. 
www.back2back.org/give

Sign up at www.back2back.org to hear from us via email on 
a monthly basis. Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

HOME

givE

pray

connect
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transform 
every home

$250 a month

R e s t o r e 
every child

$100 a month

Connect with a child 
personally and help 
meet spiritual, physical, 
educational, emotional 
and social needs.

Invest in transforma-
tional change for a 
child’s orphanage or 
community to make a 
lasting impact.

CHILD SPONSORSHIP



 

God tells the best stories. 
When you sponsor a child, perhaps one of the children you’ve met this week, 
you’re not just giving money or putting a picture on your fridge (although those 
aren’t bad things). You are stepping into his or her life in a unique way; you 
become a supporting character in the child’s God-given epic storyline. You 
become a cheerleader, a guide, a helper. God can use you uniquely to 
bring change into a child’s life. 

Learn how you can make a difference 
through child sponsorship. 

back2back.org/sponsor

Daniel is 7 and lives in Bonfil, a small 
community outside Cancun. He is 
100% boy: he loves to eat (especially 
sweets) and smile. Unfortunately, 
Daniel’s story has not always been 
about a boy who loves to smile. 
Until last year, Daniel faced a tough 
obstacle. His teeth were black and 
rotten, a problem culminating from 
not being able to visit a dentist. Daniel 
is a bright boy. He knew he didn’t have 
a healthy smile. Taking pictures meant 
battles with shame, and other than his 
affinity for sweets, eating was painful. 
Unless something drastic happened 
soon, his problem would worsen. He 
needed dental treatment to ensure 
he’d have a smile today and as an 
adult. Without it, he was in danger 
of not having permanent teeth. His 
family wanted Daniel to love to smile. 
Unfortunately, the cost was too much 
for Daniel’s family. 

Daniel’s story, like all good stories, isn’t 
about a hero overcoming an obstacle 
by himself. When the problem seems 

too large, the darkness too deep, or 
hope is lost, someone steps in from 
the outside: a supporting character. No 
matter who they are – a guide, a coach, 
a sidekick – when they enter, a story 
gets a good shot of hope. 

Daniel has had a host of supporting 
characters in his life: a loving family 
and Back2Back staff. They wanted 
Daniel to overcome this obstacle. The 
deciding factor came because two 
more supporting characters stepped 
into Daniel’s life: his sponsors. Because 
of his sponsors’ support, Back2Back 
Cancun staff found a way to help 
Daniel’s family get him his needed 
dental procedure. The family received a 
scholarship for 85% of the cost. Shortly 
after Daniel began to see the dentist. 
His smile - and story - has never been 
the same. 

Daniel’s sponsors, his support-
ing characters, chose to step 
into his story. Now, Daniel 
loves to smile for pictures.
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Learn more at www.back2back.org

After years of experience, we realized the 
importance of investing on a deeper 
level in the lives of children. In 2011, 
the Back2Back 5-Point Child 
Development Plan was created, 
an approach to orphan care 
ministry that addresses five 
crucial areas of child development 
(spiritual, physical, educational, emotional 
and social needs).

We all have a role in this mission. Together...
We value healthy Galatians 6 relationships with ministry 
partners and children. Galatians 6:2 “Carry each others burdens and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ” Galatians 6:5 “For each one should carry his own 
load.” In Greek, “burden” means something one is incapable of carrying himself 
while a “load” refers to the weight of a soldier’s backpack.

We value what is best for the child.  The 5-Point Child Development Plan provides a 
filter from which we make decisions.

We value education and training on trauma-informed care.  We want to 
communicate God is the hero and He is using us to fulfill His will. 

We value relationships.  We believe giving ourselves is paramount.  We want to share 
the hope of the Gospel.  We are not victims of our circumstances, but restored in Christ.  We 
are all “orphans” but when we receive Christ, we become adopted into His Kingdom as co-heirs. 

You will demonstrate these values all week 
through projects and intentional play (what we 
call play with a purpose). You might be a part of 
a game or activity that teaches sticking together, 

taking turns, or showing perserverance. However we engage,we 
promise to lead you in thoughtful, trauma-informed care. 

The children you will 
meet this week have 
experienced abandon-
ment, loss, abuse and 
neglect. This inflluences 
how they communicate 
and behave. Your invest-
ment will impact their 
lives as it will impact 
your own. 163,000,000 

orphans is 
not a sta-
tistic. It is 
a story.  

In 1997, Back2Back followed God’s call to 
be His hands and feet to serve orphans 

in Monterrey, Mexico. 
We started small by 
sheltering, nourishing, 
and teaching children 
about God’s love.
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Learn more at www.back2back.org

This is only possible when 
we work as a team. God 
uses His people 365 days a year 
to send children one message: 
They are loved!

After years of experience, we realized the 
importance of investing on a deeper 
level in the lives of children. In 2011, 
the Back2Back 5-Point Child 
Development Plan was created, 
an approach to orphan care 
ministry that addresses five 
crucial areas of child development 
(spiritual, physical, educational, emotional 
and social needs).

We all have a role in this mission. Together...
We value healthy Galatians 6 relationships with ministry 
partners and children. Galatians 6:2 “Carry each others burdens and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ” Galatians 6:5 “For each one should carry his own 
load.” In Greek, “burden” means something one is incapable of carrying himself 
while a “load” refers to the weight of a soldier’s backpack.

We value what is best for the child.  The 5-Point Child Development Plan provides a 
filter from which we make decisions.

We value education and training on trauma-informed care.  We want to 
communicate God is the hero and He is using us to fulfill His will. 

We value relationships.  We believe giving ourselves is paramount.  We want to share 
the hope of the Gospel.  We are not victims of our circumstances, but restored in Christ.  We 
are all “orphans” but when we receive Christ, we become adopted into His Kingdom as co-heirs. 

You
are 

invited 
to make 

a difference 
for one.

Nigeria

Mazatlan

HaitiCancun

Monterrey

India

Whether you are 
engaging in this 
story in 
Monterrey, 
Mazatlan, 
Cancun, 
Haiti, Nigeria
or India...
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National partners

Back2Back is 
about sustainability 
and development 
of the orphan and 
vulnerable child.



Back2Back 
Ministries is an 

international 
Christian 

non-profit 
organization that 

is dedicated to 
being a voice for 

orphans.  We 
exist to love 
and care for 
orphans and 

impoverished 
children, by 

meeting their 
spiritual, physical, 

educational, 
emotional and 

social needs 
that they may 

overcome their 
life circumstances 

and break free 
from the cycle 
of generational 

poverty.

CHILD SPONSORSHIP
Tallie Betscher at childsponsorship@back2back.org
513-754-0300 ext. 1705

MISSION TRIP 
OPPORTUNITIES
Chelsie Standeford at missiontrip@back2back.org
513-754-0300 ext. 1701

INTERNSHIP & 
MINISTRY SITES
Chris Ramos at cramos@back2back.org 
513-754-0300 ext. 1709

DONATE
Karen Holliday at kholliday@back2back.org
513-754-0300 ext. 1707 

STAY CONNECTED
Find news and updates at www.back2back.org

For more information, contact the U.S office
(513) 754-0300 
info@back2back.org
Back2Back Ministries, P.O. Box 70, Mason, Oh 45040


